GEORGE DEWEY

cials, while the good-will of the Japanese government
was shown by the discretion and courtesy of the
Japanese Navy, which was always represented by one
or more vessels in Manila Bay during the tedious
and trying days of the blockade in the interval be-
tween the annihilation of the Spanish squadron and
the occupation of the city by our troops.

The Concord arrived in Yokohama on February
9. On the loth she transferred her ammunition,
and on the nth the Olympia sailed for Hong Kong,
to which port the Petrel had already been ordered.
My decision to take the squadron to Hong Kong was
entirely on my own initiative, without any hint what-
soever from the department that hostilities might
be expected. It was evident that in case of emer-
gency Hong Kong was the most advantageous posi-
tion from which to move to the attack.

The news of the Maine disaster, which occurred
February 15 (February 16 in the eastern hemi-
sphere), was known in Hong Kong when the Olym-
pia arrived there on February 17. But official
notification did not reach the flag-ship until the
following day. Its wording shows how carefully our
government was moving in a moment of such in-
tense excitement:

"DEWEY, Hong Kong:

"Maine destroyed at Havana February I5th by accident.
The President directs all colors to be half masted until further
orders, Inform vessels under your command by telegraph,

"LONG."shed pleas-
